
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, November 13, 2016, AM 
Message: “Man’s Extremity/ God’s Opportunity” –John 11:1-16 
 
INTRODUCTION: When we have reached the end of our rope, then we get to see God work.  
When we have done all, we can do, then God can work.  We have a responsibility to do right 
and leave the results with God.  This is where God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility meet. 
 
I.  Difficulty does not mean God does not love us—v. 3, 5 

A.  Being right with God does not exempt us from life’s problems—v. 4 & 21. 
 B.  Martha and Mary both state that if Jesus had been there Lazarus would not have  
  died—v. 21 & 32. 
 C.  Difficulty gives us an opportunity to see God work—v. 4 
 D.  Difficulty never comes at a convenient time—v. 6 
  1.  God’s timing is always right. 
  2.  There is no urgency on God’s part—v. 6 
  3.  It takes courage to face problems—v.8 (v. 16) 
  
II.  Take advantage of the difficulty to work for God—v. 9  

A.  We must take advantage of the opportunities God gives to work for Him—v. 9  
B.  Use the difficulties to witness for God. 
C.  Use the difficulties to minister to others—II Cor. 1:4 
D.  Difficulties are not to be feared—v. 11-14 
            1.  Death is not to be feared— “He sleepeth” 
            2.  OT death is referred to as “he slept with his fathers”—I Kings 2:10 
             3.  Difficulties are a part of life. 
            4.  It is not difficulties that define you but how you handle them. 

  
III.  Facing the problems of life: 
 A.  Turn to Jesus in times of difficulty—v. 20, 28, 32 

B.  No problem is beyond God’s power—v. 22 
 C.  There is hope for the future—v. 24 
 E.  Let problems increase your faith—v. 15 
 
CONCLUSION: It is easy to trust God when the sea is calm but what about when the storms 
come?  When you face life’s problems, remember man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. 
 
 


